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PERIODIZATION (n)- ability to describe, analyze, & evaluate different ways 
that historians divide history (including turning points, starting/ending dates)

BY 1750 CE BY 1900 CEDURING
§ AMERICA IS FULLY 

INTEGRATED INTO THE 
GLOBAL ECON.

§ EARTH’S POPUL. 2X
§ EUROPEAN MARIT. 

EMPIRES PERMEATE
§ COLUMBIAN EXCH.
§ MONARCHIES REIGN
§ COERCED LABOR
§ MERCANTIL=ECON

§ INDUSTRIAL REVOL. 
HAS RESHAPED 
EARTH’S ECONOMY

§ POLITICAL REVOLUT. 
BASED ON ENLIGHT. 
BRINGS ABOUT 
MODERN GOVERNM’T

§ INDUS. NATIONS TOOK 
ADVANTAGE BUILT 
EMPIRES





DEFINITION: PERIOD OF COLONIAL EXPANSION BY BY US, 
EUROPE, & JAPAN IN LATE 19TH EARLY 20TH CENTURIES

EARTH AFTER NAPOLEONIC WARS (1822)



DEFINITION: PERIOD OF COLONIAL EXPANSION BY 
EUROPEAN POWERS BY US, EUROPE, & JAPAN IN LATE 
19TH EARLY 20TH CENTURIES

EARTH BEFORE THE GREAT WAR (1914)



CAUSES OF EUROPEAN IMPERIALISM:
§ G.G.G. IS DEAD
§ WHAT HAPPENED BETWEEN 1492 & 1850?

§

§ THERE ARE TWO NEW REASONS FOR IMPERIALISM:
§ INDUSTRIALIZED STATES SOUGHT RAW MATERIALS 

TO GO INTO THE FACTORY
§ INDUSTRIALIZED STATES SEEK OUT NEW 

CONSUMER MARKETS FOR THEIR FINISHED GOODS 



EXCUSES FOR EUROPEAN IMPERIALISM:
THE IMPERIAL NATIONS WILL HAVE A MYRIAD OF EXCUSES AS TO WHY THEY ARE CONQUERING ALL OVER THE WORLD. 

“EVERYONE’S DOING IT!”

ECONOMIC EXCUSE: COMPETITION
§ EUROPEAN COLONIAL EXPANSION STARTED WITH PORTUGAL

§ PRINCE HENRY & EXPLORATION OF THE AFRICA COAST
§ BY 1800s, AFRICA & ASIAN COASTLINES ARE MAPPED OUT

§ BOTH CONTAIN HUGE AMOUNTS OF RAW MATERIALS
§ BOTH CONTAIN MASSIVE POPULATIONS TO SELL TO IN MARKETS



EXCUSES FOR EUROPEAN IMPERIALISM:
THE IMPERIAL NATIONS WILL HAVE A MYRIAD OF EXCUSES AS TO WHY THEY ARE CONQUERING ALL OVER THE WORLD. 

“IT’S OUR MORAL RESPONSIBILITY…”

SOCIAL EXCUSE: WHITE MAN’S BURDEN
§ EUROPEAN NATIONS HAVE A MORAL OBLIGATION TO RULE THE 

NON-WHITE PEOPLE OF EARTH
§ THE EMPIRE EXISTS, NOT FOR BRITAIN; BUT FOR THE BENEFIT OF 

THE CONQUERED
§ PEOPLES

WHITE MAN’S BURDEN (1899)

Take up the White Man's burden, 
Send forth the best ye breed

Go bind your sons to exile, to 
serve your captives' need;
To wait in heavy harness, On 
fluttered folk and wild—
Your new-caught, sullen peoples, 

Half-devil and half-child.
Take up the White Man's burden, 
The savage wars of peace—

Fill full the mouth of Famine And 
bid the sickness cease;
And when your goal is nearest The 
end for others sought,

Watch sloth and heathen Folly 
Bring all your hopes to naught.



EXCUSES FOR EUROPEAN IMPERIALISM:
THE IMPERIAL NATIONS WILL HAVE A MYRIAD OF EXCUSES AS TO WHY THEY ARE CONQUERING ALL OVER THE WORLD. 

“WE MUST SAVE THEIR SOULS!”

RELIGIOUS EXCUSE: ABOLITION
§ EUROPEAN MISSIONS TO AFRICA DRASTICALLY INCREASED IN 19TH C

§ 1. PUT AN END TO THE SLAVE TRADE
§ 2. CONVERT PEOPLE TO CHRISTIANITY

§ OFTEN MOVED INTO THE INTERIOR OF AFRICA
§ REPORTED BACK TO EUROPE WHAT THEY SAW
§ MOST FAMOUS= DR. LIVINGSTONE

§ LOST FOR 6 YEARS IN AFRICA 
§ ONLY ONE OF HIS 44 LETTERS MADE IT BACK TO EUROPE



EXCUSES FOR EUROPEAN IMPERIALISM:
THE IMPERIAL NATIONS WILL HAVE A MYRIAD OF EXCUSES AS TO WHY THEY ARE CONQUERING ALL OVER THE WORLD. 

“IT’S A SCIENTIFIC INEVITABILITY!”

SCIENTIFIC EXCUSE: SOCIAL DARWINISM
§ APPLYING BIOLOGICAL CONCEPTS OF DARWIN’S NATURAL 

SELECTION AND SURVIVAL OF THE FITTEST TO HUMAN SOCIETIES

EXAMPLE: THE DODO
§ 3FT TALL, 40lb 

FLIGHTLESS BIRD
§ COUSIN OF A PIGEON

§ DISCOVERED 1598; 
EXTINCT 1662

§ LIVED ON MAURITIUS 
§ NO PREDATORS
§ LAID EGGS ON GROUND
§ HUMANS BRING 

MONKEYS & PIGS
§ END OF THE DODO…

§ APPLY THIS 
CONCEPT TO 
SOCIETIES

§ AFRICA
§ CHINA
§ INDIA





THE	RAPID	INCREASES	IN	PRODUCTIVITY	CAUSED	BY	INDUSTRIAL	PRODUCTION	ENCOURAGED	
INDUSTRIALIZED	STATES	TO	SEEK	OUT	NEW	CONSUMER	MARKETS	FOR	THEIR	FINISHED	GOODS



THE	RAPID	INCREASES	IN	PRODUCTIVITY	CAUSED	BY	INDUSTRIAL	PRODUCTION	ENCOURAGED	
INDUSTRIALIZED	STATES	TO	SEEK	OUT	NEW	CONSUMER	MARKETS	FOR	THEIR	FINISHED	GOODS



THE	RAPID	INCREASES	IN	PRODUCTIVITY	CAUSED	BY	INDUSTRIAL	PRODUCTION	ENCOURAGED	
INDUSTRIALIZED	STATES	TO	SEEK	OUT	NEW	CONSUMER	MARKETS	FOR	THEIR	FINISHED	GOODS



THE	RAPID	INCREASES	IN	PRODUCTIVITY	CAUSED	BY	INDUSTRIAL	PRODUCTION	ENCOURAGED	
INDUSTRIALIZED	STATES	TO	SEEK	OUT	NEW	CONSUMER	MARKETS	FOR	THEIR	FINISHED	GOODS



THE	RAPID	INCREASES	IN	PRODUCTIVITY	CAUSED	BY	INDUSTRIAL	PRODUCTION	ENCOURAGED	
INDUSTRIALIZED	STATES	TO	SEEK	OUT	NEW	CONSUMER	MARKETS	FOR	THEIR	FINISHED	GOODS



THE	RAPID	INCREASES	IN	PRODUCTIVITY	CAUSED	BY	INDUSTRIAL	PRODUCTION	ENCOURAGED	
INDUSTRIALIZED	STATES	TO	SEEK	OUT	NEW	CONSUMER	MARKETS	FOR	THEIR	FINISHED	GOODS



THE	RAPID	INCREASES	IN	PRODUCTIVITY	CAUSED	BY	INDUSTRIAL	PRODUCTION	ENCOURAGED	
INDUSTRIALIZED	STATES	TO	SEEK	OUT	NEW	CONSUMER	MARKETS	FOR	THEIR	FINISHED	GOODS



THE	RAPID	INCREASES	IN	PRODUCTIVITY	CAUSED	BY	INDUSTRIAL	PRODUCTION	ENCOURAGED	
INDUSTRIALIZED	STATES	TO	SEEK	OUT	NEW	CONSUMER	MARKETS	FOR	THEIR	FINISHED	GOODS





THE	RAPID	INCREASES	IN	PRODUCTIVITY	CAUSED	BY	INDUSTRIAL	PRODUCTION	ENCOURAGED	
INDUSTRIALIZED	STATES	TO	SEEK	OUT	NEW	CONSUMER	MARKETS	FOR	THEIR	FINISHED	GOODS



§ PORTUGAL CALLED (& OTTO VON BISMARCK  
ORGANIZED) A CONFERENCE REGULATING 
EUROPEAN COLONIZATION
§ EUROPEAN POWERS BEGAN SCRAMBLING 

TO TAKE COLONIES
§ 14 NATIONS CALLED TO WORK OUT JOINT-

POLICY ON THE AFRICAN CONTINENT
§ AUSTRIA HUNGARY, BELGIUM, DENMARK, FRANCE, GERMAN EMPIRE, 

ITALY, NETHERLANDS, OTTOMAN EMPIRE, PORTUGAL, RUSSIAN 
EMPIRE, SPAIN, SWEDEN-NORWAY, UNITED KINGDOM, UNITED STATES

§ CONFERENCE GOALS:
§ END SLAVERY IN AFRICA
§ CONGO FREE STATE WENT TO LEOPOLD II
§ NIGER & CONGO RIVERS=FREE TRAFFIC
§ MUST OCCUPY A COLONY TO CLAIM IT
§ 1902=90% OF AFRICA UNDER EURO.



TODAY, YOU ARE GOING TO ENTER A RACE FOR COLONIES IN AFRICA.  HOWEVER, YOU MUST CLAIM COLONIES IN THE 
ORDER BELOW USING THE LIMITATIONS THAT ARE NOTED.  YOUR GOALS ARE TO GET1. THE BEST LAND, 2. THE BEST 
MINERALS, 3. THE BEST RAW MATERIALS. TO SET UP A COLONY, ALL YOU HAVE TO DO IS FOLLOW ALONG WITH YOUR 
COUNTRY’S RULES, AND PICK A COLONY THAT HAS NOT YET BEEN PICKED! GOOD LUCK!

KEEPING SCORE:
§EACH COLONY=2 POINTS
§IF YOUR COLONY IS BETWEEN LINES A & B, IT IS ON GOOD FARMING OR 
GRAZING LAND.  THIS IS AN ADDITIONAL POINT.
§IF YOUR COLONY IS BETWEEN LINES B & C, IT IS ON LAND WITH GOOD 
LUMBER.  THIS IS AN ADDITIONAL POINT.
§IF YOUR COLONY HAS GOLD, COPPER, IRON, or IVORY; YOU GET ONE 
POINT FOR EACH NATURAL RESOURCE. 

oEx. If your colony has 2 areas of gold, 1 iron, & 1 copper= 4 points
§IF YOUR COLONY HAS A HARBOR, YOU GET 2 POINTS
§IF YOUR COLONY HAS A RIVER, YOU GET 2 POINTS.

ADDITIONAL RULES: 

§ETHIOPIA IS INDEPENDENT, IF YOU WANT IT YOU HAVE TO ROLL THREE 3’s 
IN  A ROW
§IF YOU WANT SOUTH AFRICA, WHERE THE ZULU ARE; YOU HAVE TO ROLL A 
2, 3, 4, 5, or 6

UNITED
KINGDOM

Nice choice.  
You can go 
wherever you 
want. You are a 
powerful nation 
with the 
greatest navy 
on the planet! 
You don’t just 
want wealth.  
You also want 
permanent 
colonies.  You 
must found at 
least 2 colonies 
with grazing or 
farming areas.

PORTUGAL

You are the first 
to explore Africa 
(remember 
Prince Henry). 
You are only 
allowed to 
establish 
colonies on 
Coastal Areas. 
No worries, 
you’re  mainly 
after ports to 
help you trade 
in East Asia.  To 
help trade, 
found colonies 
only south of 
letter B.

FRANCE

You can go 
ALMOST 
anywhere you 
want as well.  
However, it 
may not be 
below the letter 
B on the map.  
No worries, you 
want areas that 
are close to 
Europe and 
France so that 
you can 
administer 
them more 
easily. Bon 
voyage!

GERMANY

You’re late! You 
weren’t even 
organized as a 
nation until 
1871… (OV 
Bismarck!?!)  
Once you are 
ready you will 
really GO!  The 
problem is, 
however that 
despite all of 
your eagerness 
and new 
power… There 
isn’t much left 
for you… Do 
your best!

ZULU

You are a large 
nation in Southern 
Africa. These lands 
have been yours 
for 1000s of years.  
Obviously, you do 
not want Euro 
settlers in your 
territory!  If, by 
the end of the 
game you can expel 
the white settles, 
you win! If 
someone claims 
South Africa on 
your turn, you will 
have to hit three 
1’s in a row to win 
it back.





1. AFRICA WAS ACTUALLY DIVIDED UP LIKE THIS 
DURING THE BERLIN CONFERENCE, WHAT MIGHT 

HAVE BEEN SOME DRAWBACKS TO THIS
PROCESS?
2. WHEN YOU WERE SCRAMBLING, DID 

YOU TAKE INTO ACCOUNT ANY TRIBAL 
BOUNDARIES? 

3. WHY WOULD EUROPEAN NATIONS FEEL  
PRIDE/NATIONALISM WHEN COLONIZING 
THESE LANDS?
4. WHAT DID YOU GAIN FROM COLONIZING 

AFRICA?
5. HOW DID THE                         AFFECT THIS? 

6. DOES THIS HAVE ANY       EFFECT ON EARTH 
TODAY? 





RHODES COLOSSUS
§ CECIL RHODES (1853-1902)

§ BRITISH COLONIALIST
§ MINING MAGNATE/BILLIONAIRE
§ HELD NEAR COMPLETE 

CONTROL OF DIAMOND TRADE
§ PRIME MINISTER OF CAPE 

COLONY (S. AFRICA) 1890-1896
§ WHITE MAN’S BURDEN

§ ANGLO-SAXON RACE= 
“THE 1ST RACE IN THE 
WORLD”

§ AFRICANS= “BARBAROUS” 
OR “A SUBJECT RACE”

§ OFTEN CALLED THE 
ARCHITECT OF APARTHEID

§ DREAMED OF RED LINE FROM CAPE 
TO CAIRO (SEE MAP)



§ THE RAPID INCREASES IN 
PRODUCTIVITY ENCOURAGED
INDUSTRIALIZED STATES TO SEEK OUT 
NEW CONSUMER MARKETS

§ EUROPEAN STATES OFTEN USED 
TREATIES (BERLIN, TIANJIN) TO 
ESTABLISH THESE TRANS-OCEANIC 
EMPIRES

§ NEW METHODS OF TRANSPORTATION 
AND COMMUNICATION ALLOWED FOR 
EASE OF ACCESS TO AFRICA AND ASIA
§ ALSO AIDED IN THE GOVERNING 

OF THEIR COLONIES

§ ADVANCES IN MEDICINE (QUININE vs. 
MALARIA) ALLOWED FOR EUROPEANS 
TO FULLY CONTROL THEIR COLONIES

§ SUEZ CANAL PROVIDED EUROPEAN 
NATIONS WITH A FASTER TRIP TO ASIA

§ MACHINE GUN THAT COULD FIRE 550 
BULLETS A MINUTE

§ “WHATEVER HAPPENS WE HAVE GOT, 
THE MAXIM GUN & THEY HAVE NOT.”



24 DAYS

14 DAYS

§ ATTEMPTED BY PHAROAHS, EMPERORS, ETC. 
§ BUILT ON ANCIENT CANAL FOUND BY NAPOLEON!
§ FINALLY BUILT WITH FRENCH FUNDING IN 1869
§ FRENCH RETAINED CONTROL 

§ COMPLETED 6 MONTHS AFTER US TRANSC. RR
§ RAPIDLY INCREASED EUR COLONIZATION OF AFRICA
§ BRITAIN TOOK CONTROL AS REWARD FOR QWELLING 

A REVOLT AGAINST A LOCAL KHEDIVE (VICEROY)  
SHIP TOO SMALL TO FIT THROUGH THE SUEZ CANAL?!?

§ THANKS TO CLIMATE CHANGE, THIS ROUTE TO CHINA IS 4,000 MILES SHORTER!
§ OPEN FOR 8 WEEKS IN SUMMER; 2009=1ST YEAR PASSED W/O ICEBREAKERS



§ 214 MILLION CASES EACH YEAR
§ 1,500 CASES IN THE US
§ 438K DEATHS

§ MOSTLY AFRICAN 
CHILDREN

§ NO VACCINE EXISTS
§ CERTAIN STRAINS IN CAMBODIA-

THAILAND ARE UNTREATABLE



§ IMPERIALISM=CONCEPT
§ COLONIES=PRACTICE
§ TERRITORY UNDER 

IMMEDIATE POLITICAL 
CONTROL OF A STATE

§ DISTINCT FROM THE 
HOME TERRITORY

§ SETTLER COLONIALISM
§ IMPERIAL POWER OVERSEES FOREIGN 

PEOPLE MOVING INTO A REGION
§ USUALLY FOCUSED ON LAND RATHER 

THAN NATURAL OR HUMAN RESOURCES
§ DISPLACE THE INDIGENOUS 

POPULATIONS 
§ EXAMPLES: AUSTRALIA, SOUTH AFRICA 

§ DEPENDENT STATE THAT RETAINS 
LOCAL AUTONOMY (NOT 
INDEPENDENT)
§ OFTEN WITHOUT SEEING A 

SINGLE SETTLER
§ IN RETURN FOR PROTECTION THEY 

GIVE UP CERTAIN RIGHTS
§ TRADE, PRODUCTION, ETC. 

§ OFTEN SEEN IN REGARDS TO CHINA
§ GRANTED EXCLUSIVE 

TRADING RIGHTS TO A 
COUNTRY (EXTRATERRITORIALITY)

COLONY PROTECTORATE SPHERE OF 
INFLUENCE

605 603 604
RULER: _______
LANG: ________
DEFENSE: _____
TRADING: _____

RULER: _______
LANG: ________
DEFENSE: _____
TRADING: _____

RULER: _______
LANG: ________
DEFENSE: _____
TRADING: _____



NOT ALL EXPANSION IN IMPERIALISM WAS DONE VIA OVERSEAS EMPIRES…

MAJOR LAND ACQUISITIONS: MAJOR LAND ACQUISITIONS:
§ 1803: LOUISIANA PURCHASE

§ 2X THE SIZE OF THE US
§ 1845: TEXAS BECOMES A STATE
§ 1848: CA, AZ, NV, UT 

TERRITORIES JOIN AFTER MEX-
AMERICA WAR

§ BY 1825: ALEXANDER I
§ BY 1855: NICHOLAS I
§ BY 1881: ALEXANDER II
§ BY 1894: ALEXANDER III







1923 1913188218811830



1923 191318821881



1923 19131882



1923 1913



1923





BEITCo. RULED INDIA USING 
SEPOYS (SOLDIERS)
§ MANY GRIEVANCES WITH 

THE BEITCo.
§ WESTERNIZATION
§ LAND ACQUISITION
§ CHR. MISSIONARIES
§ OVER TAXATION
§ CATALYST: ENFIELD 

RIFLE





§ HUGE IMBALANCE IN TRADE
§ WEST: PORCELAIN, SILK, TEA
§ CHINA: NEAR ZERO DEMAND

§ HOW DO YOU REVERSE THIS?
§ OPIUM FROM BRITISH INDIA
§ BR. HAD MONOPOLY ON 

TRADE IN GUANGZHOU
§ FLOW OF SILVER REVERSES…
§ CHINA OUTLAWED THE TRADE

§ DESTROYS 20,000 CRATES

§ BRITAIN SENDS 4 STEAM GUNSHIPS
§ INCLUDING NEMESIS (AKA DEVIL SHIP)

§ 3 HOURS NEM KILLED 600 & 
TOOK HONG KONG

§ 0 BRITS KILLED
§ STEAMED UP 

YANGTZE
§ TOOK THE 

EMPEROR’S
TAX
BARGES

§ TREATY 
O’NANKING
§ 4 PORTS

OPENED TO
BRITAIN

§ BRITAIN GAINED
HONG KONG ($500,000,000 IN COMPENS)

1839-1842; 1856-1860

2 32 lb PIVOT MOUNTED CANON, ROCKET LAUNCHER



HONG XIUQUAN
BROTHER of JESUS

§ BACKGROUND:
§ QING HAVE SOME 

PROBLEMS:
§ 1. NATURAL DISASTERS
§ 2. WHITE LOTUS 

REBELLION (1794-1804)
§ MILLENARIAN 

GROUP THAT TOOK 
DOWN THE YUAN

§ 3. ARRIVAL OF THE 
WEST

§ 4. QING SEEN AS FOREIGN CONQUERORS
§ ENTER HONG XIUQUAN (LEADER)

§ FAILED CIV SER EX. 4X! (PASSRATE=1%)
§ HAS VISION OF GOD/JESUS
§ GOAL=GET RID OF FOREIGN DEVILS

1850-1864



§ 1899 US SEC OF 
STATE JOHN HAY 
SENT THE OPEN 
DOOR NOTE TO THE 
LEADERS OF EUROPE

§ NOT A TREATY, 
JUST AN IDEA

§ PLAN: KEEP CHINA OPEN 
TO ALL COUNTRIES ON 
AN EQUAL BASIS

§ ALL POWERS REFRAIN 
FROM INTERFERING 
WITH ANY OTHER

§ OPENED CHINESE 
MARKETS W/O USING 
IMPERIALISM



§ THINGS AREN’T 
GOING WELL FOR 
CHINA

§ 1900: CHINESE 
PEASANTS RISE UP
§ ANTI-IMPERIALIST
§ ANTI-FOREIGNER
§ ANTI-CHRISTIAN

§ CAUSES:
§ MASSIVE DROUGHT
§ FOREIGN PRESENCE

§ MOTTO: “SUPPORT QING, 
EXTERMINATE FOREIGN DEVILS”

JAPANESE SOLDIERS EXECUTING BOXERS 
WHILE INDIAN SEPOYS WATCH… IMPERIAL!



MISSISSIPPI, ONE OF THE FOUR NAVAL GUNSHIPS

§ 1853-4: USA SENT MATTHEW PERRY 
TO OPEN TRADE WITH JAPAN

§ PERRY WAS LEADING ADVOCATE FOR THE 
USE OF STEAM ENGINEà
§ CARRIED LETTER TO EMPEROR FROM 

THE US PRESIDENT 
§ SAILED TO CHINA FIRST
§ HAD LETTERS TRANSLATE TO DUTCH 

(DUTCH LEARNING)
§ ARRIVED IN MAY 1854 w/4 WARSHIPS

§ FIRED ALL 73 CANNONS (BLANKS)

§ DELIVERED WHITE FLAG
§ PERRY WENT ON TO CHINA

§ PROMISING TO RETURN FOR REPLY
§ PERRY RETURNED (10 SHIPS, 1600 MEN)
§ CONVENTION OF KANAGAWA

§ JAPAN OPENED 2 CITIES TO US SHIPS

§ SAKOKU (LOCKED COUNTRY) ENDS
§ 15TH TOKUGAWA SHOGUN RESIGNS
§ EMPEROR MEIJI RESTORED 

§ MEIJI=ENLIGHTENED RULE
§ SET OUT TO MODERNIZE 

MILITARY, GOV’T EDUCATION…



35.5x INCREASE

PRODUCTION 
INCREASE: 12x
EXPORT INCREASE: 14x

394x INCREASE

58x INCREASE
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JAPANESE

RUSSIAN

ITALIAN INDIAN

CHINESE EUROPEAN

IRISH

LEBANESE

USA





“THE USUAL     
IRISH WAY 
OF DOING  

THINGS”








