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Course Overview:

AP Modern World History at Decatur High School is offered to highly motivated 10th grade students as an alternate to the on-level World History course.  It is equivalent to an introductory college course in world history and covers the subject content of the Advanced Placement World History exam that will be given in May.  The purpose of the AP World History course is for the student to develop greater understanding of the evolution of global processes and contacts in different types of human societies.  This understanding is advanced through a combination of selective factual knowledge and appropriate analytical skills.  The course highlights the nature of changes in global frameworks and their causes and consequences, as well as comparisons among major societies.  It emphasizes relevant factual knowledge, leading interpretive issues and skills in analyzing types of historical evidence. Periodization, explicitly discussed, forms an organizing principle to address change and continuity throughout the course.  Specific themes provide further organization to the course, along with consistent attention to contacts among societies that form the core of world history as a field of study.

Resources:

· Ways of the World: A Global History with Sources, by Robert W. Strayer. Bedford/St. Martin’s, 2017. 
· Worlds of History: A Comparative Reader, 3rd edition, by Kevin Reilly. Bedford/St. Martin’s, 2009.
· Supplemental readings, as assigned
AP World History Course Themes:

The five course themes below present areas of historical inquiry that will be investigated at various points throughout the course and revisited as manifested in particular historical developments over time. These themes articulate at a broad level the main ideas that are developed throughout the entire span of the course. 

Theme 1: Interaction Between Humans and the Environment

• Demography and disease

• Migration

• Patterns of settlement

• Technology

Theme 2: Development and Interaction of Cultures

• Religions

• Belief systems, philosophies, and ideologies

• Science and technology

• The arts and architecture

Theme 3: State-Building, Expansion, and Conflict

• Political structures and forms of governance

• Empires

• Nations and nationalism

• Revolts and revolutions

• Regional, transregional, and global structures and organizations

Theme 4: Creation, Expansion, and Interaction of Economic Systems

• Agricultural and pastoral production

• Trade and commerce

• Labor systems

• Industrialization

• Capitalism and socialism

Theme 5: Development and Transformation of Social Structures

• Gender roles and relations

• Family and kinship

• Racial and ethnic constructions

• Social and economic classes

Theme 6: Technology & Innovations
• Advances in science
• Improvements to agricultural systems
• Etc...
Historical Thinking Skills:

The four historical thinking skills presented below provide an essential structure for learning to think historically. These skills not only apply to AP World History; they also represent the type of skills required in all college-level historical scholarship. The interaction of skills and content found in this course is an approach that emphasizes historical scholarship’s reliance on diverse sources, each of which may reveal a different facet of the past.

Skill 1: Contextualization
Skill 2: Comparison 

Skill 3: Causation 

Skill 4: Ccontinuity & Change Over Time
Student Evaluation:

Coursework will be evaluated along the following guidelines:

100 - 85 percent:     4 (A) (outstanding achievement)

84 - 70 percent:       3 (B) (above-average achievement)

69 - 50 percent:       2 (C) (average, minimal achievement)

49 - 0 percent:         1 (F) (failure to meet objectives of the course)

Unit Tests & Final Exam (40 percent)                                        

Quizzes (30 percent)

Writing Assignments (20 percent)

Homework (10 percent)

Class Preparedness and Participation / Engagement
What does participation look like?

Students are expected to come to class on time and ready to work with a pen, pencil, colored pencils, homework, and a three ring notebook. Notebooks should be kept neat and in order with a table of contents.   

Students are also expected to ACTIVELY participate in class in discussions, group activities, and homework review.  This includes grades for cooperative group work.

Comments, assignments and discussions in class should reflect respect for one another and each other’s ideas: cooperation with peers; and conscientiousness about homework and class work as well as the world around you.

What is Engagement?

Engagement includes such matters as these: arriving on time for class, prepared for the business at hand; participating actively in discussions; successfully completing all assignments, including the many that are not graded.  

 “… arriving for class on time …”  

Arriving on time is pretty much self-explanatory.  If you are unavoidably detained, e.g. another teacher lets you out late, come in quietly and speak to me about it after class.  Do not disturb the class with excuses, be they lame or legitimate. 

“… prepared for the business at hand …”

You are prepared for the business of the class if you’ve done any required work ahead of time, including printing out assignments that need to be submitted or notes that need to be referred to, and if you are alert, well-rested, and ready to do your best. Being alert and well-rested is key—take that seriously.  Putting your head on the table in this class is not okay.  Sit up, look alive, participate. If you’re feeling sick, please let me know.  

“… participating actively in discussions …” 

This is a very important component of your performance as a history student: the ability to listen carefully and respond to the ideas of your classmates as well as the instructor.  When determining your Engagement grades, I will place significant emphasis on the quality (not quantity!) of your class participation.  If, for example, you are repeating what someone else has already said, you are not participating effectively.  Rather, you are wasting our time.  You know what I mean, right?

“…successfully completing all assignments, including many that are not graded.”  

Of course, you can’t participate at all if you haven’t done your assignments. Most routine assignments are not graded, but that doesn’t mean you can be careless with them.  You are expected to do quality work on all assignments—that’s good engagement. That includes note-taking! 

Okay, so, I understand what you mean by Engagement, but how do you grade it?

It goes without saying that anything less than the minimum level of civility and respect is simply not acceptable.  Beyond that, here’s the rubric I employ when determining your engagement grade:

 “A” level engagement means that you arrive in class on time, alert, well-rested, and prepared to discuss the assigned readings.  Your contributions to discussion are thoughtful and well informed.  You are flexible in discussion; you listen well, and are able to engage the group skillfully. You do not dominate discussion; rather you move it forward in interesting, insightful ways. You are willing to take strong positions, but you discuss rather than debate.  You have obviously made a serious effort with the assignment.  Any written work has been carefully and thoughtfully completed, and you hand it in on time.

“B” level participation means that you arrive in class on time, alert, well-rested, and prepared to discuss the assigned readings.  Your contributions to discussion are thoughtful and well-informed.  In short, your performance is not radically different from “A” level engagement.  “B,” after all, means “Good.”  But something is missing.  Perhaps you occasionally dominate discussions and fail to get your peers involved.  Perhaps you don’t listen carefully to what others have said.  Perhaps your comments do not move the discussions along.  Perhaps you only participate occasionally.  Perhaps you occasionally do not demonstrate that you’ve done careful work on the assignment.  You are doing well in the class, but your performance is less than “outstanding.”

“C” level engagement means that you are having difficulty meeting all the basic expectations.  Perhaps you arrive late occasionally; perhaps you are occasionally ill-prepared with your assignment; perhaps you aren’t participating in discussions.  Your performance is not horrific, but it’s not good either.  If you are slipping into the “C” range of engagement, I will be having a talk with you.

“D” level engagement means that something is seriously wrong with your performance.  Perhaps you are frequently late, have nothing to say in discussion, and are obviously not attending to the course work.  Perhaps you tend to be rather rude or boorish in discussion, cutting other students off, not listening intently to what other students have to say.  “D” is an indication of a big problem.  I will definitely be having a talk with you.

Late work

It is important that you are in class daily, as we will spend much of our time in class developing the skills that you will need to be successful. However, I realize that we all get sick or have other legitimate reasons for being absent; therefore, I will follow the school’s policy for excused absences. No make up work will be given for unexcused absences and I will accept late work one academic day late for up to 50% credit. If you plan on being absent on a test/quiz/essay/or project due date, make arrangements to turn in the assignment early. 

Class Notebooks & Materials

A 3-ring binder exclusively for APWH

8 ½ x 11 lined notebook paper

Pens /pencils (black or blue ink / lead)

Color pencils and markers


